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0 = would never doze
1 = slight chance of dozing

2 = moderate chance of dozing
3 = high chance of dozing
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Type of Anesthesia
• General (1.9 x more likely than spinal anesthesia)

• Prolonged
• Emergency surgery (2.81 x more likely than non-emergent)

Type of surgical procedure
• Abdominal aortic abdominal repair (11 x more likely)

• Thoracic surgery (5.91 x more likely than light surgery)

• Neurosurgery (2.96 x more likely)

• Upper abdominal surgery (3.36 x more likely)

• Peripheral vascular surgery (3.4 x more likely)

• Neck surgery (2.13 x more likely)
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S = Sleep, easy to arouse 
Acceptable; no action necessary; may increase opioid dose if 
needed

1 = Awake and alert
Acceptable; no action necessary; may increase opioid dose if 
needed

2 = Slightly drowsy, easily aroused
Acceptable; no action necessary; may increase opioid dose if 
needed

3 = Frequently drowsy, arousable, drifts off to sleep during conversation
Unacceptable; monitor respiratory status and sedation level closely 
until sedation level is stable at less than 3 and respiratory status is 
satisfactory; decrease opioid dose 25% to 50%1 or notify prescriber2

or anesthesiologist for orders; consider administering a non-
sedating, opioid-sparing non-opioid, such as acetaminophen or a 
NSAID, if not contraindicated  

4 = Somnolent, minimal or no response to verbal and physical stimulation
Unacceptable; stop opioid; consider administering naloxone3,4; notify 
prescriber2 or anesthesiologist; monitor respiratory status and 
sedation level closely until sedation level is stable at less than 3 and 
respiratory status is satisfactory 

Copyright 1994, Chris Pasero. Used with permission. Source: Pasero C: Acute Pain Service: Policy and Procedure 
Manual. Los Angeles, CA Academy Medical Systems, 1994. Reprinted with permission.
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